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May 14, 1990
UM RECEIVES $1 MILLION SEED MONEY FOR NEW BUSINESS BUILDING 
MISSOULA —
Bill Gallagher, a retired Missoula businessman and University of 
Montana alumnus, has given UM's School of Business Administration $1 
million in seed money for a new building, UM Foundation Executive 
Director Bill Zader announced today.
That figure represents the university's largest gift from an 
individual donor.
Through his donation, Gallagher, a 1925 business graduate and 
the former head of the Westmont Tractor company, hopes to encourage 
the state Legislature to provide the balance needed to construct the 
building. The project would cost about $15.5 million.
Founded in 1918, the business school offers Montana's only 
accredited graduate program in business administration and enrolls 
more students than any other professional school on campus.
Expanded courses of study and a dramatic increase in enrollment 
have led to overcrowding of the 1950 building. The overly small, 
outmoded facility has drawn criticism from the business school's 
accrediting organization, the American Assembly of Collegiate Schools 
of Business, said business Dean Larry Gianchetta.
Since 1985, a new business building has figured prominently on 
the state Board of Regents' list of building needs. The project has
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garnered support in the Montana Legislature but been put off due to 
lack of funds.
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